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LAURA CARNO
DON’T YOU DARE TELL ME HOW BEST TO DEFEND MYSELF.

Laura
Carno isn’t
a politician,
but she fully
understands
how regular
citizens can
aﬀect the
political
process. By
speaking
out about
the right of
Colorado gun
owners, she’s
helping others
become
involved in
the ﬁght.

FIRST PERSON

s a decades-long firearms owner, I have always
paid attention to gun politics. It always seemed perfectly
obvious to me that we have a right to bear arms, and
politicians shouldn’t even begin trying to manipulate
those rights.
Our job as citizens is to remind politicians that they are not kings. It’s
not their job to decide what size soda I should drink, what kind of light
bulb I should buy, what kind of insurance I need or how I should best
defend myself.
After a long run in the corporate world, I decided my passion
for politics would be time well spent. I found myself working at the
Colorado State Capitol in Denver, and I managed a couple of local
political campaigns (we won with good conservative candidates). I also
worked in conservative talk radio, and ﬁnally started a political media
company to communicate with people who don’t pay attention to
politics all the time.
In early , when Mayors Against Illegal Guns began running
ads in support of Colorado’s restrictive gun-control bills, I decided
someone needed to respond. At that point, I had been in the political
media arena for nearly a year. I made a plea for funds on my Facebook
page, then made a radio ad called, “Don’t You Dare.” A key line in the
ad said to the p
politicians in Colorado, “If guns aren’t right for you,
don’t own one. But don’t you dare tell me how to best defend myself.”
Another line asked, “Who’s tto tell me how many bullets I need to

L

defend me against a rape? One bullet, ﬁve bullets,
 bullets? How about as many as I need to stop
the rape?”
My message resonated. People were connecting
with us through national and local media.
Although several of the Colorado gun-control laws
passed, we had started making an impact on how
Colorado was talking about gun rights.
At the same time, some people in Colorado began talking about
recalling some state legislators, including Senate President John Morse,
who represented part of the county where I live. The recall eﬀort wasn’t
just because of the passage of gun-control laws. It was also a result of
citizens being ignored when we tried to make our voices heard. When
the Morse recall eﬀort was up and running, I raised more money to
help out, including running radio and television ads. History was made,
and two state senators were recalled. They ignored their constituents
and paid the price.
I’m not a politician. I’m not running for oﬃce. I’m an ordinary
Colorado citizen concerned about my ongoing right to have my choice
of ﬁrearm and to carry where it makes sense for me. Now I am using
my political media company to educate citizens about this and other
political topics.
It is important for ordinary citizens to defend this right in their local
communities. When elected oﬃcials forget whose money they are
spending and whose rights they are eroding—when they forget who’s
the boss and who’s the public servant—then it’s up to citizens to speak
out and reset the balance.

“WHEN DID WE SET USAGE REQUIREMENTS
ON OUR RIGHTS?” by NRANews.com Commentator BILLY JOHNSON

You can ﬁnd
BI L L Y JOH NSON ,
along with the other NRANews
commentators, at
H T T P :/ / W W W . N R A N E W S . C O M /
C O M M E N TATO R S

AST SPRING, The New York Times
published an article that touted a
four-decade-long decline in gun
ownership. This article is often used by
gun-control advocates to argue that
reasonable
reasona gun control is being blocked by a small,
but vocal,
voca minority. It’s based on data from the 2012
General Social Survey that shows gun ownership in
the U.S. has declined from 49 percent of households
owning a gun in 1973 to 34 percent in 2012.
This argument absolutely baffles me. First, the
data is fflawed at best, and blatantly misleading at
worst. It
It’s based on self-reported gun ownership,
and I think
th it’s fair to say that a lot of smart, law
abiding gun owners aren’t all that inclined to answer
“yes” to a survey when asked if they have guns in
their ho
homes. Additionally, there are other surveys
that con
contradict the GSS survey. For example, a 2012

Gallup poll reported gun ownership at 43 percent.
Regardless of the problems with the data,
there is, I think, a much deeper problem with the
argument. We are essentially being asked to agree to
limitations on our constitutionally protected Second
Amendment right, because less than 35 percent of
Americans choose to exercise that right.
What? When did we set usage requirements on
our rights? I’d be willing to bet that a pretty high
percentage of Americans have never engaged in
a protest. Does that mean we should consider
striking the right to peacefully protest from the
First Amendment? I mean, people are hardly using
it, right?
I don’t think we should ever link debates about
the Second Amendment to stats about gun
ownership. The Constitution protects the choice of
citizens to arm themselves. It does not mandate it.
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ith the right of law-abiding Americans to
keep and bear arms continually under attack,
ﬁve new correspondents for NRANews are
taking the shooting world by storm.
In fact, the public response to
commentaries by Natalie Foster, Colion Noir,
Dom Raso, Billy Johnson and Austin Weiss
has been nothing less than spectacular.
WWW.NRA.ORG/WT
Co-founder and CEO of the popular Girl’s Guide to Guns
website (http://girlsguidetoguns.com), Natalie Foster didn’t take
up shooting until adulthood, but has quickly made up for lost time. She created Girl’s Guide to Guns
to show other ladies just how fun, challenging and addictive shooting can be.
As a law student Colion Noir became a YouTube sensation, with his numerous commonsense
videos on guns and freedom drawing millions of views. Now reaching a greatly expanded audience,
Noir’s NRANews commentaries are receiving equally rave reviews.
Austin Weiss, owner of The Garage Inc., became a social media star by posting photos of the
custom cars and bikes he designed. After pictures featuring his gun collection alongside his cars
polarized his huge following, he turned the controversy into an opportunity to start educating the
next generation on the importance of preserving their rights.
Dom Raso knows a few things about freedom—he’s a former U.S. Navy SEAL who has seen
what happened in other countries when citizens were disarmed by unscrupulous leaders. After a
distinguished career with the Navy, Raso is now ﬁghting to make sure that doesn’t happen here in his
beloved homeland.
With his video “Choose Your Own Crime Statistics,” Billy Johnson found a following among those
frustrated with the mainstream media’s bias against guns. On his YouTube channel, Amidst The
Noise, he approaches the Second Amendment scientiﬁcally, with an eye to the facts and ﬁgures that
are so often ignored by those seeking to eliminate it.
Catch the latest from all the commentators at:

DOM RASO
“There are not many
things out there that can
compare to serving your
country and defending
freedom.”

TESTIFY!
WWW.NRANEWS.COM/COMMENTATORS

NRA’s commentators became a sensation by
abandoning political correctness to tell it like it is.

BILLY JOHNSON
“In my own small way,
I am just trying to be
the type of citizen that
takes seriously the
responsibilities inherent
in the label ‘citizen.’”

COLION NOIR
“It’s just a gun. It
doesn’t have a soul.
It isn’t evil. It’s just
an inanimate object.”

NATALIE FOSTER
“If you’re going to be able
to choose what you do with
your body, why are we not
allowed to choose how we
defend our bodies?”

AUSTIN WEISS
“If we don’t do something to stand up for our rights,
they’re going to go away. Someone’s got to ﬁght, and
that’s where I come in.”
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THE SHOW

MUST
GO ON!

NRA RESTORES MILLIONS OF LOST
DOLLARS WITH THE RESURRECTION
OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST
SPORTS AND OUTDOOR SHOW
Last Saturday
S
d marked
k d the
h b
beginning off the
h Great
G
American
A
Outdoor Show—kicking oﬀ an all-new era for a stellar event.
Held at the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg,
Pa., the show is a nine-day event celebrating hunting, ﬁshing and
outdoor traditions that are treasured by millions of Americans
and their families.
The show features nearly , exhibitors ranging from shooting
manufacturers to outﬁtters, ﬁshing boats to RVs, and archery
to art covering , square feet of exhibit hall space. Also
oﬀered throughout the show, which runs through February ,
are seminars, demonstrations, calling competitions and NRA’s
educational and safety programs.
In , organizers of the Eastern Sports and Outdoors Show
decided to ban the display and sales of modern sporting riﬂes
at the show, causing many vendors and exhibitors to back
out, eventual cancellation of the show and a massive negative
economic impact on the area’s economy. The National Riﬂe
Association subsequently agreed to produce the show as the
Great American Outdoor Show for , restoring the economic
boon to the Harrisburg area and bringing greatly improved
programming to the event.
This year, attendees can enjoy evening activities such as concerts,
fundraising dinners and speaking events featuring some of the
country’s best-known outdoor personalities.

For a complete list of all events or to buy tickets
for ticketed events, visit

WWW.GREATAMERICANOUTDOORSHOW.ORG
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SO MANY SEE the NRA only as the gun
lobby. For decades, the legislative and
judicial initiatives of the organization have
been crucial in the ﬁght to protect the
Second Amendment for America’s lawabiding citizens. But the NRA is much more
dynamic and diverse, with a membership
that is advancing all aspects of safe,
WWW.NRA.ORG/WT
responsible, empowered gun ownership
into the mainstream of popular culture. As we continue into
a third century of service, NRA is proud to celebrate a future
deﬁned by an ever-growing group of energetic, accomplished
individuals who believe in this freedom and this country.
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Getting people involved in politics,
EVEN WHEN THEY AREN’T INTERESTED

ong-time gun owner Laura Carno has always
been interested in politics and the right of
citizens to keep and bear arms. But life in the
corporate world kept her from jumping into politics
with both feet.

What a diﬀerence four years makes! Now an experienced political
strategist committed to advancing conservative causes, Carno is the
founder of IAmCreatedEqual.com and IACE Action. The media-focused
organizations reach people who aren’t interested in politics through
TV, radio and online media to help them see how to correct the
relationship between citizens and their government. | Read the full text
on the back page
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ITH THE CLICK OF A MOUSE, ﬁrearm enthusiasts
e
of all
kinds can have access to two of the NRA National Firearms
Museum’s most treasured pieces—exhibition shooter Herb
Parsons’ revolvers—as well as a collection of the most
notable ﬁrearms on display anywhere. These guns can all be found by simply
visiting the NRA National Firearms Museum’s Treasure Collection.
Herb Parsons was an expert marksman and one of the greatest exhibition
shooters of all time. He was also a devoted hunter, and is credited with
originating the phrase: “Go hunting with your boy today, and you won’t have to
hunt for him tomorrow.”
Parsons’ Smith & Wesson .22 and .38 revolvers can be seen at the NRA National
Firearms Museum in Fairfax, Va., or online at HOME.NRA.ORG/HISTORY. Simply
click on the “Treasure Collection” window to ﬁnd photos and videos of Herb
Parsons’ guns, as well as other historical and notable ﬁrearms, each presented by
a museum curator who offers the fascinating story behind the gun.
WWW.NRAMUSEUM.COM | @ N R A M U S E U M | W W W . F A C E B O O K . C O M / N R A M U S E U M

